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F & S Building Innovations, Inc. named 2018 Small Business of the Year
The Roanoke Regional Chamber and Roanoke Regional Small Business
Development Center named F & S Building Innovations, Inc. the 2018 Small
Business of the Year. The Roanoke-based Class A contractor has provided
commercial and residential construction services in the Roanoke Valley and
surrounding areas since 1976.
F & S Building Innovations was recognized on November 1 at the Chamber’s
32nd Annual Small Business Awards. The annual program showcases the
accomplishments of the small business sector which is composed of more than
90 percent of the area’s business community.
Founded by Gary Feazell as a custom home builder, relationships and word-ofmouth referrals were key to the initial success of the company. F & S worked
solely in the residential sector for more than a decade and expanded into commercial construction in the early ‘90s. F & S now maintains a large commercial
division that specializes in healthcare renovations and works within the major
healthcare networks in Roanoke, Lynchburg, Bedford and Montgomery County.
F & S is an expert in sunroom design and has been involved in a range of construction projects, including multi-story condominiums,
30,000-square-foot custom home builds and relocatable housing for the military.
“As in years past, the Small Business Awards selection committee was faced with a very difficult decision because of the outstanding companies
represented in the competition,” said Joyce Waugh, Roanoke Regional Chamber president/CEO. “F & S is dedicated to providing exceptional
customer care, and the committee was impressed by the company’s commitment to its clients and the community. F & S also received high
scores for its growth in employees, innovativeness and staying power.”
Award winners by category are:
2018 Small Business of the Year: F & S Building Innovations, Inc.
Small Business Advocate: Lisa Soltis, City of Roanoke Department of Economic
Development
Small Business Veteran of the Year: David Frackelton Jr., Safe Harbor Insurance
Business-to-Business Services: Voltage Leadership Consulting
Business-to-Consumer Services: Big Lick Boomerang
Event & Entertainment Services: Wilderness Adventure at Eagle Landing
Food & Beverage: Local Roots – A Farm to Table Restaurant
Health & Wellness: AFC Urgent Care Roanoke
Residential & Commercial Business Services: F & S Building Innovations, Inc.
Sweets & Treats: Bayou Snowballs
Technology: Firefli
Wholesale/Retail: Magnets USA
Legacy Award (in business for 50+ years): Lionberger Construction
Not-for-Profit, Large: Freedom First
Not-for-Profit, Medium: Feeding America Southwest Virginia
Not-for-Profit, Small: Mill Mountain Zoo
Not-for-Profit, Micro: Blue Ridge Literacy
VEDP’s 2018 People’s Choice Award: Lionberger Construction
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Clarkston Technology Solutions expands and relocates to downtown Roanoke
Subsidiary of Research Triangle based Clarkston Consulting grows employment in City of Roanoke

Clarkston Technology Solutions, an affiliate of Clarkston Consulting celebrated the opening of their downtown Roanoke offices on Thursday, October 25, 2018.
Pictured (from l to r) are Roanoke employee Katie Johnson, Clarkston Partner Mike Hackett, Clarkston President Paul Garrison, Clarkston Partner & Roanoke
Manager Jeff Graffeo, Roanoke City Vice-Mayor Joe Cobb, Clarkston CEO & Co-Founder Tom Finegan and wife of Jeff Graffeo, Melanie Graffeo.

Clarkston Technology Solutions, a subsidiary of Durham, North Carolina based Clarkston Technology began business in August, 2017 in the Grandin CoLab with 3 employees. In
the last 14 months, the company has relocated from CoLab and grown to 26 employees; 17 working locally in the downtown Roanoke Historic Market Street office and 9 working
remotely.
The local Roanoke subsidiary provides remote technology development and management services for clients of Clarkston Consulting in the life sciences and consumer product
industries arena.
Clarkston Technology Solutions celebrated their recent move from CoLab to their new offices at 305 Market Street – Suite 201 with a well attended Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting
ceremony held on Thursday, October 25. The management team from Durham was on hand for the big event, as well as fans of the local downtown Roanoke office.
During the ceremony, Roanoke Vice-Mayor Joe Cobb spoke as well as Clarkston Consulting CEO & Co-Founder Tom Finegan. Jeff
Graffeo, company managing partner and Roanoke office manager stated “I have three folks that I had just hired and now we’re at 26
people here a year later. And we are in downtown Roanoke, which is an area where I always wanted to work in. So very, very excited
to be here and be part of the economic growth.”
To learn more about Clarkston Consulting and Clarkston Technology Solutions, visit www.clarkstonconsulting.com.
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Other recent openings in the City of Roanoke!

STEAM, a new coffee bar at the Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center serving
Starbucks coffee opened October 8 with a Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting.

The new Springhill Suites by Marriott in Roanoke located on the VTC Riverside
campus celebrated their opening on Wednesday, October 17 with a Grand Opening
& Ribbon Cutting.

The Modern Gentleman's Brotique and "The Den" celebrated their new business at 131
Campbell Avenue on Friday, October 19 with a Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting.

Anyday Outfitters, expanding from Lynchburg to Towers, celebrated their opening
on Friday, November 2 with a Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting.

Derriere de Soie expanded from the Downtown Mall in Charlottesville and celebrated
their opening on Wednesday, November 7 with a Grand Opening & Ribbon Cutting. at
300 First Street.
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Events to Check Out for November 2018
in Virginia's Blue Ridge
Futureman | Silverman
5 Points Music Sanctuary
November 16
This concert at the 5 Points Music Sanctuary will feature Roy “Futureman” Wooten - a 5-time Grammy Award winning percussionist, and Tracy
Silverman, one of the premier concert electric violinists in the world.
Thomas Jefferson Wine Festival
Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest Estate
November 17
Thomas Jefferson was known as the Father of Virginia Wine, and the 10th annual Wine Festival at his Poplar Forest Estate will feature tastings from more than a dozen of the Commonwealth’s best wineries.
Star City Half Marathon & 10K
Downtown Roanoke
November 17
You’ll get a tour of Roanoke as you make your way through the course for the Star City Half Marathon & 10k, which will feature medals for
all participants and awards for the top 3 finishers overall, as well as in every age group.
Virginia Women’s Conference
The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center
November 17
The Virginia Women’s Conference is an event where women of all ages can meet, network, and hear from experts on topics such as career
development, leadership, business, finance, and health.
Beethoven & Shostakovich
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra - Jefferson Center
November 17-18
The Roanoke Symphony Orchestra will present the music of Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony, and they’ll be joined by Natasha Paremski for
its presentation of Shostakovich Piano Concerto No. 2.
Drumstick DASH Family 5K Walk & Run
Downtown Roanoke
November 22
Begin your Thanksgiving Day celebration by taking part in Roanoke’s biggest annual family reunion - the Drumstick DASH! It’s a 5K walk and
run where over 13,000 runners and walkers participate to support the Roanoke Rescue Mission.
Fashions for Evergreens
The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center
November 22 - January 1
See The Hotel Roanoke & Conference Center
in its full holiday beauty as you check out
the Fashions for Evergreens tree competition.
Themed and professionally designed trees are
located throughout the hotel and the public is
asked to vote for their favorites with a monetary
donation that serves as a fundraiser for the local
chapter of the United Way.

continued on Page 5
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Events to Check Out for November 2018
in Virginia's Blue Ridge
(continued from Page Four)

Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem Society Annual Show
Salem Civic Center
November 23-25
Find unique gift options for the holidays when you visit the Salem Civic Center for the 39th annual Roanoke Valley Mineral & Gem Society
show!
Christmas Wonderland Holiday Spectacular
Berglund Center
November 27
Santa and a few of his helpers will lead you on a magical holiday journey that includes lots of festive cheer and the chance to sing along to
some of your favorite Christmas tunes, including “Jingle Bells,” “Deck the Halls,” “Silent Night,” and many others.
Hallelujah!: Handel’s Messiah
Roanoke Symphony Orchestra - Jefferson Center
November 27
Maestro David Stewart Wiley and the Roanoke Symphony Orchestra help kick off the holiday season with its annual production of Handel’s
Messiah, which concludes with a powerful finale of the “Hallelujah” chorus.
Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer: The Musical
Salem Civic Center
November 29
You see the classic Rudolph stop-motion movie on TV every year during the holiday season, but now you’ll get the opportunity to see the film
come to life as everyone’s favorite red-nosed reindeer and his friends come to the Salem Civic Center to help save Christmas!
Annie
Attic Productions
November 30 - December 15
Annie is one of America’s most iconic stories and Broadway musicals, and now it’s the newest feature for Attic Productions. It’s a familyfriendly show that’s a fun way to celebrate the holiday season.
Visit our Calendar of Events for a complete list of upcoming events in Virginia’s Blue Ridge. You can also sign up for our monthly e-newsletter
and follow us on social media to get updates about other exciting things happening in the region. For all of this information, please visit
https://www.visitroanokeva.com.
Do you have an upcoming event that would appeal to visitors or are you planning an event?
Submit your events on the most comprehensive online visitor calendar. Visitvbr.com has received 1,124,415 unique visitors in 2018, a 13.7%
increase over 2017! This online resource is your best planning tool when scheduling a meeting, special event or activities for out of town
guests.
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Spotlight on Business ~
The Little Gallery Grand Opening!
Join us to celebrate our new location on 301 Market Street, in historic Downtown Roanoke
“Artful Living” is a term quoined by The Little
Gallery to mean surrounding yourself with the
extraordinary things that make you feel happy,
creative and unique. Fine art and artisan work
provide an opportunity to exercise critical thinking, experience a renewed self-awareness, and
potentially even a deeper connection to others
as we share what we feel and try to interpret
what we see.
The Little Gallery initially began in 1988 on
Smith Mountain Lake, VA amidst the development of the lake as a resort area. Throughout
the years, many artists like Ed Hatch, ZL Feng,
Ion Carchelon, Greg Osterhaus and David
Heath have been promoted to audiences from
all over the United States through various media
outlets and exhibitions. We have a passion for
fine art and have an appreciation for all genres
and subjects. Our hallmark for 30 years has
been quality art and outstanding customer service.
We had considered for some time expanding
to Roanoke, but we knew the location had to
The Little Gallery has expanded from their SML location to 301 Market Street on the Roanoke Historic Market.
be the “right fit” for our business. It was rather
fortuitous that we happened to be walking down
Market Street and noticed Sam’s had closed. Just out of curiosity we called the owner Kirk Miller to see what the plans were for the space. Kirk
told us he was moving his business, Walkabout Outfitters to the larger Sam’s location and the Agnew Seed location would be vacant and had not
advertised its availability. At that point, it didn’t take us long to decide downtown Roanoke was the “right fit” for an expansion of The Little Gallery
and looked forward to being part of the continued revitalization efforts and growing art culture.
What a better way to both share and educate the joy of art, community involvement and contribute to the future of downtown, than opening a
beautiful little art gallery in nostalgic downtown Roanoke, VA? So, we decided to take the next step and we signed the lease. The Little Gallery
is now only the third tenant to do business in the iconic Agnew Seed located at 301 Market Street since 1904!
Our gallery life has enabled us to work with various galleries, liaising with artists and their representatives, various mediums of art promotion
and organizing exhibitions. We enjoy working on various marketing initiatives and are constantly looking for new leads to promote our local and
regional artists to large audiences and integrating fine art into the fast-paced social media world. We are always looking through artist portfolios
for the extraordinary, in style and quality to help us continue cultivating new art collectors by bringing them the finest quality and selection of original art. We carefully curate beautiful paintings, artisan jewelry, glass art, pottery and specialty gifts to ensure we have new and exciting collections to offer you and the people you are shopping for.
continued on Page 7
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Spotlight on Business ~
The Little Gallery Grand Opening! (continued from Page Six)
In addition to the original artwork and specialty gifts, some of our gallery services include Residential In-Home Exhibition / Art on Approval: We
want you to love the art you buy from us and recognize artwork can look and feel very different in situ, in your home or office, compared to in a
gallery. Because of this we offer in home approval to help you decide on the perfect piece for your home.
Corporate Artwork Program:   The Little Gallery provides a full range of corporate artwork program services including art consultation, art acquisition,
custom framing, installation and project management.
Delivery & Installation:
gallery.

Delivery and installation is available dependent on the artwork installation requirements and distance for delivery from the

Packing and Shipping: We offer packing and shipping service in United States and Worldwide. Works are packed to the highest standards,
shipped via Federal Express or UPS unless another courier is specified. All shipments are fully insured.
Solutions for Interior Design & Trade Professionals:
The Little Gallery is delighted to assist
interior designers and industry professionals in selecting artwork for projects of any
size or budget. From original paintings and
sculpture to economically priced fine art
prints, we can help you achieve the perfectly
inspired space for your clients. We’ll work
with you to find one-of-a-kind, curator-selected art works for any environment, whether
you’re an architect, property developer or an
interior design business. And once you’ve
chosen, we handle everything else — framing, installation, insurance.
At The Little Gallery, our mission is to provide our customers with an opportunity to
do more with their money than simply make
a purchase. We deliberately partner with
local organizations and events that make
a difference by giving back to the community. From contributions to art programs
and schools, to therapeutic art programs
and local art contests and festivals; your
purchases make a difference and we are
thrilled be part of the Roanoke Arts and
Culture.
Be sure to follow The Little Gallery on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. You can also visit our website at www.thelittlegallerysml.com to see more
information and artists. More importantly, be sure to come visit us at our store located at 301 Makret Street, Roanoke, VA 24011. We’re open
Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm & Sundays 11am-5pm.
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Research in Roanoke ~
VTCRI executive director addresses state business community on how
healthy early brain development affects education, work force issues

Photo by Caroline Martin

Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute Executive Director Michael Friedlander recently addressed statewide business leaders about
the impact of brain development during the early years of an individual’s life.
Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute Executive Director Michael Friedlander recently addressed statewide business leaders about the impact
of brain development during the early years of an individual’s life, and about how healthy early development figures into the creation of a talented,
productive workforce for the future.
The executive briefing was attended by more than 150 business and education leaders from across the Commonwealth at the Jefferson Hotel in
Richmond, Virginia. The meeting centered on the “Economics of Early Childhood: Smart Beginnings for Virginia’s Workforce Pipeline,” and reinforced
the business case for early education as a foundation for success in learning, career development, and regional economic vitality.
In his keynote address, Friedlander, who is also the Virginia Tech Vice President for Health Sciences and Technology, talked about the science of how
the brain develops in the first years of life, with a particular focus on the roles of experience and early interventions. He emphasized the biological
underpinnings of rules for effective learning, including a technique called spaced repetition, which incorporates increasing intervals of time to review
of previously learned material; reward reinforcement, attention, and social interaction, even when children are engaged in electronic media activities.
He closed with an example from Warren Bickel, a professor at the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute, whose research illustrates the importance
of putting value in future benefits, and not sacrificing the future for immediate rewards.
In addition to Friedlander’s keynote, addresses were delivered by Virginia First Lady Pamela Northam, who talked about the importance of early
childhood health care and education and the commitment of the Governor’s administration to invest strategically in those programs throughout the
Commonwealth.
In addition, Gary Thomson, managing partner for Dixon Hughes Goodman’s Mid- Atlantic Region, who described the role of business and partnership with government for investing in programs that provide all children with the opportunity to learn, based on the information that science provides.
The Virginia Chamber Foundation and the Virginia Early Childhood Foundation hosted the event.

MEDIA CONTACT: John Pastor, jdpastor@vt.edu
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Lessons From The Mayor’s Business Summit

We, at the CoLab, were honored to play host to the Mayor’s Business Summit on October 23rd. This is one of our favorite events and it was exciting to see so
many folks starting businesses or thinking about doing so. We got to hear from some of the tremendous resources available to our small businesses and learn
more about how they can thrive in Roanoke.
There was so much great wisdom shared, but we wanted to pass along a few of the key takeaways we had…
A. Amanda Forrester from the Small Business Development Center had some excellent thoughts to share about how to market your business. Perhaps the
most interesting thought she shared was that you have to have a clear identity for your business. She particularly emphasized how important a business’ visual
identity is. A strong visual brand can do so much for you. So, be thoughtful and think about what identity you are putting out into the world. Whether or not you are
thinking about it, you are sending out a message.
B. Baraka Kasongo has one of the most inspirational personal stories in the region AND one of the most exciting businesses. He shared about what his family
went through trying to get the translation services they needed in a medical environment when they first arrived from Rwanda. Building from that experience, his
company, Volatia, is making great strides to ensure everyone that goes into a medical facility has the best access to language services. He was able to take a
hurdle that he personally experienced and turn it into a dynamic business idea. There is no doubt that the solution has changed over time, but he started by trying
to solve a problem that he wanted to see fixed. This is a path that has been tread by many of the most successful entrepreneurs. There are plenty of problems to
be solved. Which one calls out to you?
C. Kat Pascal & Jimmy Delgado shared their fascinating story of building a cleaning company, Spotless America, and a restaurant, Farmburguesa, in the area.
There was so much to be gleaned from their talk, but their persistence and patience really showed. It took them a long time to get to this point. They had to keep
putting in the work, even when they weren’t sure how successful it would be. Now it is paying off but that success is built on a foundation which has taken years
to construct. It is also worth noting that they never burned any bridges. They always kept as many options open as possible. While they knew where they wanted
to be, it was a winding road to get there and keeping their options open paid off throughout.
The biggest takeaway from the day was just how many people want the small businesses of the area to succeed. Mayor Sherman Lea was very open about
how important small businesses are for the well being of our community. Just having this event and making it a priority shows how much the Mayor & the City
of Roanoke care about these issues. Additionally, it was clear that there are a lot of other individuals and organizations that are ready and willing to support the
area’s businesses. All of us want nothing more than to see small businesses succeed.
It is important to note that this support comes from all kinds of avenues outside of the traditional support organizations. We have seen how quickly our community
has embraced new and exciting businesses. If you have a compelling idea, this community will encourage you to move forward and help nurture it with you. The
organizations and individuals that call this region home want to support you & your business!
For more information, contact brad@colabroanoke.com by email, 540.524.2702 by telephone, or stop by the Roanoke CoLab at 1327 Grandin Road in the
Grandin Village.
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Roanoke Regional Airport Passenger Traffic Continues to Grow

September traffic was up 5.0% year over year at the Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional
Airport as 2018 continues trend of strong traffic growth.

The Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport continues to see 2018 traffic increase with September traffic up 5.0% on a year over year basis. September 2018 saw
52,860 passengers fly via ROA compared to 50,313 in September of 2017, an increase of 2,547 passengers.
Strong community support, an improved regional economy and airline operational reliability have all played roles in the continuation of sustained passenger
growth, which began in September of 2016. Year to date 2018 traffic is up 7.1% versus 2017, which equates to 32,178 more passengers. At this pace the airport
is on track to have its busiest year since 2007.
“We are pleased to see this positive trend continue through the summer of 2018, especially given our strong traffic numbers in 2016 and 2017,” stated Timothy
T. Bradshaw, A.A.E., executive director of the Roanoke Regional Airport Commission. “Passenger demand is a critical factor when speaking with airlines regarding improving and increasing air service to our region. Our customers are using our existing air service and the carriers have taken note. We appreciate the
support of our community choosing to fly ROA. Between our traffic growth and Small Community Air Service grant we are hopeful of obtaining additional air
service”.
The Commission continually works with the airlines to improve reliability, reduce air fare and upgrade equipment serving the region. This has played a significant role in the increase of passengers using the airport. In addition, the commission has invested resources to promote the services available at ROA and
sincerely thanks our customers for choosing to fly ROA.
The Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport is the primary airport for Virginia’s Blue Ridge and the New River Valley. ROA serves over 616,000 passengers per
year via 4 airlines (American Airlines, Delta Airlines, United Airlines, and Allegiant Air) with nonstop service to 6 hub cities (Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, New York
LaGuardia, Philadelphia, and Washington Dulles) as well as weekly flights to Orlando Sanford International Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport.
To learn more, please visit www.flyroa.com.

Share the Gift of Amtrak Travel
Stumped for a gift? We can help.
Pick up an Amtrak Gift Card for the budding adventurer to jump-start their trip or help that frequent traveler check destinations off their list.
Encourage your favorite travel buddy or add it to your own wish list and drop the hint to your friends and family.
No matter who they are, they’ll love your thoughtfulness.
Choose an amount up to $500.
No fees.
Never expires.
Email or send through the mail.
Redeem online, in the app, by phone or in the station.
Amtrak offers a more comfortable and convenient travel experience with
free Wi-Fi on most trains, plenty of leg room and no middle seat. With state
and commuter partners, Amtrak moves people, the economy and the nation
forward, carrying more than 30 million Amtrak customers for each of the
past eight years. Amtrak operates more than 300 trains daily, connecting
more than 500 destinations in 46 states, the District of Columbia and three
Canadian Provinces, and reaches 400 additional destinations via connecting bus routes. Book travel, check train status, access your eTicket and
more through the Amtrak app. Learn more at Amtrak.com.
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~Business Bits

All About You

This month is going to be all about you!
Many times you are so busy focusing on others that you may forget that you need some attention too. Taking time to “get to your
good” is time well spent. Your accomplishments don’t always speak for themselves. You can’t always rely on others to share the
credit you deserve. By doing your best work and being intentional about sharing your best self, you will “get to your good”.
Here are some questions for reflection. They would be great interview questions for someone too, so feel free to use them as such!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

How has your experience contributed to your success?
What do you do better than anyone else?
What ideas have you had that have made a difference?
In what way are you making a difference in others’ lives (include co-workers, superiors, your own children, your friends)?
List five of the most interesting things about you.
What is your greatest accomplishment?
Describe a story that illustrates your talent.
What recent training or education have you sought or received?

Why should you spend your time answering these questions and “getting to your good”? Perhaps you have a performance review
coming up. Maybe you will meet someone who asks you “What do you do?”.
It’s wonderful when your work speaks for itself. When it doesn’t, take time to reflect with questions like the ones above and you’ll be
ready.
Business Bits is brought to you by Lesa Hanlin, Executive Director, Virginia Tech, Roanoke Regional Initiatives. For more information,
call 540-767-6100 or email Lesa@vt.edu.

nov 2018/12

Bikeshare by RIDE Solutions: Zag This Week Emails
You’ve probably heard of the Shop Small campaign – a nationwide effort to spend more of our holiday gift-giving dollars at the small,
local shops that line our main streets and fill our small towns and neighborhood centers. Shopping small means keeping more of our
community’s hard-earned money in our community, helping our local business owners and neighbors.
If you want to stretch the value of every dollar you spend, in addition to shopping small you can Drive Small: take advantage of transportation options that allow you to get where you need to go, but with fewer miles on your own car.
By doing things like walking to local shops, taking the bus to a lunch date, or carpooling to work with friends, you can cut your transportation expenses in half – meaning more money to support local businesses.
The impact of driving small isn’t just about saving money – it’s keeping money here in the Roanoke valley. Did you know that
approximately 90% of what we spend on every gallon of gas leaves our local economy? According to the U.S. Energy Information
Administration, here’s how the cost of a gallon of gas breaks down:
•

20% taxes

•

19% distribution and marketing

•

15% refining

•

47% crude oil

Fully, 81% of what you spend on a gallon of gas leaves not only the local economy, but Virginia in some way.
What’s more, every dollar you spend here is more likely to stay here and get spent again and again – about half of every dollar spent
at a local business is reinvested locally.
What are some ways you can drive small to help support the valley’s economy?
Here are a few ideas:
•

Join Zagster bikeshare to shop and attend events by bike.

•

Carpool to work with your coworkers on Mondays, then use what you save to
take everyone to lunch at a local restaurant.

•

Buy a monthly bus pass for commuting and other trips. Take what you’ll save to
visit a local bookstore and buy some reading material for your rides.

•

Walk or bike to your neighborhood grocery store.

•

Bike with your family to a local show – saving money on gas while supporting
live music.

•

For more information, visit ridesolutions.org to explore your transportation
options.

Featured BizLink
https://www.virginiasbdc.org/2018successstories/
Read 27 Success Stories from across the Commonwealth of Virginia!
Check out this Featured BizLink above to learn more!
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Roanoke Selected for NLC City Innovation Ecosystem Program for Innovation Corridor Expansion
The City of Roanoke has been selected by the National League of Cities (NLC) "City Innovation Ecosystem Program" as one of 47 cities to participate in local partnerships to expand America’s innovation economy. Over the past year, NLC, with support from Schmidt Futures, has worked
with city leaders, universities, the business community, and the social sector to design innovative partnerships that harness the power of science,
technology and entrepreneurship to build stronger, more equitable local economies.
Roanoke, in partnership with Carilion Clinic, Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine and Research Institute, Valleys Innovation Council, and others has committed to a coordinated marketing and investment strategy to support the Roanoke Innovation Corridor that serves as a regional center
for research and technology-based startups. This work will leverage investments in the area around health sciences to create an organized innovation district to support research commercialization and entrepreneurship, which will lead to improved access to capital for early-stage companies.
“The public, private, civic, university partnership that is spearheading Roanoke’s Innovation Corridor is exactly the type of coordinated effort needed
to translate university strengths into a hotbed for startups,” says Scott Andes of NLC. “It’s a fantastic model that other cities can learn a lot from.”
The investments come at a critical time when there is a growing need for resources to create startups and train the next generation of science and
engineering talent in communities across America.
“The City is very excited to participate in the City Innovation Ecosystem Program,” said Roanoke City Manager Bob Cowell. “This honor is evidence
the work being done by the City of Roanoke and our partners is transforming our region’s economy from traditional manufacturing to life sciences
and education.”
The city and its partners will craft a common brand, strategy, and fully integrated website that will serve as a unifying platform for the various partners in marketing the Corridor to citizens, businesses, entrepreneurs, and other stakeholders, with a projected launch of this platform in early 2019.
In addition to the work being done to directly develop the Corridor, the Valleys Innovation Council and other entities are creating and aligning
early-stage funding sources to provide the crucial financial assistance early stage companies need to be successful. Coordinated efforts include
the organization of an angel investing group, as well as a series of seminars/workshops to educate prospective angel members on the value of
a formal structure and to offer guidance on forming their own angel groups. These efforts kicked off in October and will continue through 2019.
For more information, please contact Marc Nelson in the city’s Economic Development Department at (540) 853-2717 or marc.nelson@roanokeva.
gov.
The National League of Cities (NLC) is dedicated to helping city leaders build better communities. NLC is a resource and advocate for 19,000 cities,
towns and villages, representing more than 218 million Americans. Learn more at www.nlc.org.
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TRAINING & EVENTS
Upcoming VTCRI Maury Strauss Distinguished Public Lectures
Visit http://research.vtc.vt.edu/events/distinguished-scholars-series to learn more.
The VTCRI Maury Strauss Distinguished Public Lecture Series brings nationally renowned experts to Roanoke. The free public lectures are open to members
of the general public as well as to Virginia Tech and Carilion faculty, students, and staff. The lectures are co-sponsored by Virginia Tech's Translational Biology,
Medicine, and Health Graduate Program.
“The Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute is bringing some of the world’s leading medical researchers and scientific thought leaders to Roanoke as part of our
mission to engage the community in the excitement and promise of scientific research,” says Michael Friedlander, Ph.D., executive director of the institute and
host of the seminar series. "We’re absolutely delighted to be able to share the insights of such highly sought after experts in such a range of fascinating topics.
We're also very proud to introduce these speakers to the blossoming partnership that Virginia Tech and the Carilion Clinic have forged for bringing the future of
medical science for better health to the Roanoke region, the Commonwealth, and the nation."
Disability in the 21st Century: What Are We
Thinking, Talking, and Doing About It?

Event will be held November 15, 2018, 5:30 p.m. at Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute
Peter Rosenbaum, M.D., F.R.C.P.
Professor of Pediatrics
Canada Research Chair in Childhood Disability
Co-Founder, CanChild Centre for Childhood Disability Research
McMaster University
Peter Rosenbaum, M.D., F.R.C.P.

Synapses Lost and Found: Developmental Critical Periods and Alzheimer's Disease

Event will be held November 29, 2018, 5:30 p.m. at Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute
Carla Shatz, Ph.D.
Director, Bio-X
Saap Family Provostial Professor
Professor of Biology and Neurobiology
David Starr Jordan Director, Stanford, Bio-X
Stanford University
Carla Shatz, Ph.D.

Engineering Human Tissues for Medical Impact

Event will be held December 13, 2018, 5:30 p.m. at Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute
Gordana Vunjak-Novakovic, Ph.D.
Mikati Foundation Professor of Biomedical Engineering
Professor of Medical Sciences
Director, Laboratory for Stem Cells and Tissue Engineering
Scientific Director, Columbia University Stem Cell Core
Director, Stem Cell Imaging Core
Columbia University
Gordana Vunjak-Novakovic, Ph.D..
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TRAINING & EVENTS

OSHA COMPLIANCE TRAINING

YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO A SAFE AND HEALTHY WORKPLACE - IT’S THE LAW!
These courses are comprehensive safety trainings designed
for anyone involved in construction and general industry. The
programs provide complete information on OSHA compliance
issues and cover hazard identification, avoidance, control and
prevention. Stay on top of job safety and health, it’s the law!

Chesapeake
Region
Safety
Council

COURSES DESIGNED TO PROTECT WORKER HEALTH AND SAFETY IN ROANOKE!
WHERE:

Roanoke Higher Education Center

WHEN:

August 6-9 • OSHA 3095 – Electrical Standards & NFPA 70E ($795.00)
Oct 22 – 25 • OSHA 511 – Occupational Safety and Health Standards for General Industry ($795.00)
Oct 29 – Nov 1 • OSHA 510 – Occupational Safety and Health Standards for the Construction Industry ($795.00)
November 5 – 8 • OSHA 500 – Trainer Course in Occupational Safety and Health Standards for the
Construction Industry ($795.00)
November 13 – 16 • OSHA 501 – Trainer Course in Occupational Safety and Health Standards for
General Industry ($795.00)
December 10 – 12 • OSHA 3115 – Fall Protection ($745.00)
December 13 • Fall Protection Train the Trainer ($249.00)

REGISTER: Registration material can be found online at www.oshamidatlantic.org or call

1.800.875.4770. For more information, contact Carla Jackson at 540.767.6010 or via
email at carla.jackson@education.edu.

ROANOKE HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER
CALL 540.767.6010 OR EMAIL AT CARLA.JACKSON@EDUCATION.EDU
RHEC HOURS OF OPERATION:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
7:00 AM – 10:30 PM
SATURDAY
7:00 AM – 6:00 PM
SUNDAY
WWW.EDUCATION.EDU

CLOSED

108 N. JEFFERSON STREET
ROANOKE, VA 24016
WWW.EDUCATION.EDU
540.767.6161
ROANOKE HIGHER EDUCATION CENTER
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TRAINING & EVENTS

November 14, 2018

Time: 2pm – 6pm
Location: Radford University
Registration/networking 2:00pm
Program starts at 2:30pm,
followed by reception at 6:00pm
Registration of $100, includes ACA
investing workbook and online resources

Register Here!
This workshop offers insights for investors and
entrepreneurs into angel investing as an asset class,
with a focus on anticipated returns, portfolio strategy, early-stage company
valuation, due diligence, term sheets, and post-investment angel involvement
in companies.
For Investors: New angels and accredited investors will learn more about
angel investing with an emphasis on best practices used by successful angel
investors across the country.
For Entrepreneurs: A panel discussion with current angels will give
entrepreneurs a detailed look into how angels view and make early-stage
investment decisions.

Member Manager, Fin Capital
First women’s angel investing
network in Iowa
Angel Investor for 30+ years
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TRAINING & EVENTS

The Influence of Women

Art Show Opening and Public Retirement Party

Identity Crisis by Fiber Artists @Loose Ends is one of dozens of pieces of art displayed at the show.
Below: Mad Scientist by Ellie Loschner (age nine).

This show will explore and celebrate the many different
ways women affect their worlds. The focus of the show was
developed in appreciation for the school’s Founding Dean
Cynda Johnson, who will retire at the end of
the year. The opening reception will serve
as Dean Johnson’s public retirement party.
All are invited to stop by and wish her well!

Opening Reception
Tuesday, December 4
4 - 7 p.m.
Virginia Tech Carilion
School of Medicine
2 Riverside Circle
Roanoke
More information:
Courtney Powell
cbrakes@vt.edu
medicine.vtc.vt.edu/events

The show will also feature works by
Hollins University students.
Sponsored by the school’s Creativity in Healthcare
Education program, the exhibition is one of three held
annually for local artists to showcase their works to the
community and to reinforce to medical students the
importance of having a community connection.
The show runs from Nov. 5, 2018 to March 1, 2019.
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TRAINING & EVENTS

NEW this year!

at The Hotel Roanoke
& Conference Center

Pre-Conference:
Volvo Plant Tour
The New River Valley Volvo
Plant in Dublin, VA, is the largest
Volvo truck manufacturing
facility in the world.
You'll experience the Lean
culture in action that allows
nearly 3000 employees to
seamlessly produce all of the Volvo
trucks in North America.

Schedule
The conference will be held
at The Hotel Roanoke &
Conference Center, situated in
downtown Roanoke in the
heart of Virginia's Blue
Ridge Mountains.
Each day of the conference
(Feb. 27-28) will include food,
exhibitors, multiple speakers,
breakout sessions and
opportunities to network.

Registration
Register online at:
www.cpe.vt.edu/ilean
Virginia Tech is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution.
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Commercial Property for Sale
$299,000

Wish to be a BizNews
Subscriber?
Simply visit City of Roanoke
Department of Economic
Development at
www.BizRoanoke.com
and
enter your email address under
the
heading
"Subscribe to our Newsletter."

Approximately 1.09 acres located on Blue Hills Drive are available for sale and commercial development.
The parcel (Lot 6) is located at the entrance to The Roanoke Centre for Industry. and Technology (RCIT),
just off of Orange Avenue (north side of Route 460). This Roanoke City Tax Parcel #7160119 is zoned
Commercial-General (conditional), is level and suitable for office or commercial use. Public utilities are
available and the listing agent can provide information regarding the Blue Hills Concept Plan.
RCIT is one of Western Virginia's premiere industrial parks with approximately 2,500 employees.The 440acre park was initially developed by the City of Roanoke in 1980, and was expanded in 1992. RCIT is
adjacent to US Route 460 and offers quick access to Interstate 581 (approximately 3.4 miles), Interstate 81
(approximately 6.9 miles), less than 4 miles to the Norfolk Southern Bulk Transfer Terminal, and 8 miles to
Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport.
RCIT will be home to the new Deschutes Brewery, and currently houses Advance Auto Parts Distribution
Center, AT&T, Creative Kids School, Eaton, Elizabeth Arden, FedEx Ground, Heritage Point/Roanoke Natural
Foods Co-op, InfoSeal, Orvis, SEMCO, Virginia Utility Protectiive Services/VA811, and Wholesome Harvest
Baking.
For more information, contact:
Thomas S. Turner Property Listings
Senior Associate Broker
Hall Associates, Inc.
112 Kirk Avenue, S.W.
Roanoke, VA 24011
(540) 857-5858 or tsturner@rev.net

Check it Out!

City Owned Available Property
The City of Roanoke has a variety of properties, from existing buildings to buildable sites
presently available for acquisition. The purchase of City property must be approved by Council; this requires
potential buyers to submit a proposal for the property. For more information on available properties and the proposal process, please visit the links below:
http://www.bizroanoke.com/Start,-Locate,-Expand/Sites-and-Buildings/Available-Sites.aspx
http://www.bizroanoke.com/Start,-Locate,-Expand/Sites-and-Buildings/Available-Buildings.aspx

Check Out BizRoanoke on RVTV
Channel 3!
BizRoanoke is a
monthly
program highlighting
economic activity and
programs within the
City of Roanoke.
Tune into
RVTV Channel 3 to learn more,
access it on our website at
www.BizRoanoke.com
or follow this link to our most
recent show:
https://youtu.be/qhp3D-yK45I

Visit us on Facebook!
DID YOU KNOW?
The City of Roanoke
Department of
Economic
Development
is on Facebook!
Please "like" us
today!

