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Delta Dental of Virginia Contributes $30,000 to RAMP
 to Foster Innovation in Region

Delta Dental of Virginia has contributed $30,000 to the Regional Acceleration and Mentoring Program (RAMP) to sup-
port innovation and entrepreneurship in the Roanoke and New River valleys. 

The funding will help pay for expenses and programs at the RAMP’s headquarters at 709 S. Jefferson St. in downtown 
Roanoke.

“Delta Dental is Virginia’s largest dental benefits company, and we are constantly investing in ways to remain on the 
forefront of technology when it comes to serving our customers,” said Frank Lucia, president and CEO of Delta Dental 
of Virginia. “Being headquartered in Roanoke, we are committed to supporting innovation in our growing technology 
and health sciences industries. We believe this investment will support our emerging startup culture and attract and 
retain talent in the region.”

RAMP’s mission is to help high-potential startups expand and create jobs in the science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics and health (STEM-H) fields throughout the Roanoke-Blacksburg region. Partners in the initiative include 
the City of Roanoke, which renovated RAMP’s home in the historic Gill Memorial Hospital building; the Roanoke-
Blacksburg Technology Council (RBTC), which recruits RAMP participants and provides them mentorship and net-
working opportunities; and Virginia Western Community College, which provides on-site business education training.

“We are deeply appreciative for Delta Dental’s pledge to innovation and entrepreneurship,” added Robert McAden, 
president and CEO of the RBTC. “Supporters like Delta Dental understand that our success is about planting the 
seeds. If we want the region to grow, we need to foster entrepreneurship. Growing business is important, because 
those businesses eventually become customers. We need a thriving startup culture to grow.” 

As part of the contribution, one of the rooms in the RAMP building will be named after Delta Dental of Virginia.

RAMP participants, called cohort companies, are selected every year for the opportunity to benefit from a mentoring 
program, networking opportunities, business education and access to capital. Applications are being accepted for 
the next cohort. The companies will be announced at RBTC’s TechNite 
awards gala on May 3.

Delta Dental of Virginia is a member company of the Delta Dental Plans 
Association, the nation’s largest, most experienced dental benefits car-
rier providing dental coverage to more than 75 million people in more 
than 139,000 groups across the nation. For additional information about 
Delta Dental of Virginia, visit DeltaDentalVA.com. 

In ThIs Issue

  1/DELTA DENTAL CONTRIBuTES TO RAMP 
  2-3/VWCC & ROANOkE COLLEGE SIGN     
        AGREEMENT
  3/SPOTLIGHT ON BuSINESS
4/CARILION CLINIC OPENS NEW FACILITy

       5-6/VBR uPDATE ON ROANOkE REGION
       7/FEATuRED BIzLINk - WRABA
       8-9/RESEARCH IN ROANOkE
      10/ROA-BLACkSBuRG REGIONAL AIRPORT     
           uPDATE; VT NAMES NEW ROA EMPLOyEE
     11/COLAB REPORT  
     12/REIMAGINE OAk GROVE
     13-20/TRAINING AND EVENTS
     21-24/DEVELOPMENT OPPORTuNITIES
 



mar 2018/ 2

At a signing ceremony Monday, February 26, 2018, Virginia Western Community College and Roanoke College announced a new 
guaranteed admission agreement that will provide business administration students with a seamless transition between the two 
institutions. The transfer agreement took effect at the time of the signing.

“We are honored to work with our great partner Roanoke College to develop another way for our students to continue their 
educational pursuits,” said Dr. Robert H. Sandel, President of Virginia Western. “The assurance that their credits will transfer will 
help those students plan for a strong professional future.”

Virginia Western students who complete the requirements for an Associate of Science degree with a major in business 
administration and compile a cumulative grade point average of 2.2 in academically transferable courses will be eligible for the 
transfer agreement. For complete requirements, interested students should contact Virginia Western or Roanoke College. 

“Virginia Western and Roanoke have been great partners for many years,” Roanoke President Michael Maxey said. “Both colleges 
are committed to serving our students in first-rate ways. This partnership is one of the best examples of serving the many fine 
students who find Virginia Western and Roanoke to be the best fit for their needs and aspirations.” 

Both Virginia Western and Roanoke College business programs hold accreditations through the Accreditation Council for Business 
Schools and Programs (ACBSP). Virginia Western is the only institution within the Virginia Community College System with that 
accreditation. 

Virginia Western and Roanoke College sign guaranteed admission agreement
Business administration students can now pursue seamless transfer between the institutions.

Roanoke College President Michael Maxey (left) and Virginia Western Community College President Dr. Robert H. Sandel, (right) sign 
the new guaranteed admission agreement.

continued on Page 3
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Virginia Western and Roanoke College sign guaranteed admission agreement ~ continued from Page 2

Students interested in learning more about Virginia Western’s business offerings and the transfer agreement should contact the 
School of Business, Technology and Trades at 540-857-7272 or visit www.virginiawestern.edu/academics/btt. 

With nearly 12,000 students on the college’s main campus in Southwest Roanoke City, to our satellite locations at the Greenfield 
Education & Training Center in Daleville and the Franklin Center in Rocky Mount, Virginia Western Community College is 
committed to providing quality educational opportunities that empower students for success and strengthen communities. To learn 
more, visit www.virginiawestern.edu.

Roanoke College helps students find, build and live their passion. Roanoke College is a place where students learn from an 
innovative core curriculum and specialize in majors that allow for depth of study and research. It is a place where virtually all 
students participate in internships, creative projects, research, community service or study away. Roanoke is one of just seven 
percent of colleges nationwide with a chapter of Phi Beta kappa, the nation’s oldest and most prestigious honor. 

Spotlight on Business ~   
Roanoke office of AECOM is starting its 71st year in the City of Roanoke

 

Founded in 1947 as Hayes, Seay, Mattern and Mattern (HSMM), AECOM's Roanoke office has been dedicated to maintaining the 
highest standards of progressive architecture and engineering while finding every opportunity to better serve clients.  In 2006, the firm 
joined with AECOM, ranked #1 in Engineering News Record’s “Top 500 Firms” for the 8th consecutive year.

HSMM’s first commission was Roanoke’s Naval Reserve Armory.  Local projects have included Center-in-the Square, Spring Hollow 
Dam and Reservoir, Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine and Research Institute, Carilion Riverside Clinic, Carilion’s Institute 
of Orthopaedics and Neuroscience (ION), the Franklin Road bridge replacement and the firm is currently designing the new Virginia 
Tech Carilion Biomedical Research Expansion.  The firm’s1,705 member staff have also worked around the country and the world, 
on such projects as the Pentagon Renovation, the Martin Army Community Hospital at Ft. Benning, GA, and in countries like Japan, 
South korea, Saudi Arabia, Haiti, Qatar, Bahrain and Italy to name several.

Part of a larger company, the firm is committed to its guiding principal – delivering the best solution for every project, enhancing quality 
of life, providing best-in-class education and healthcare facilities, supplying clean water, improving roads and bridges and welcoming 
business and industry.

 

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine and Research Institute Spring Hollow Dam and Reservoir



Carilion Clinic Opens $5 million 
Center for Simulation, Research and Patient Safety (CSRPS) at The Bridges 

New lab brings medical education to a new level in Roanoke.
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On Tuesday, February 20, 2018, Carilion Clinic opened the new Center for Simulation, Research and Patient Safety on the Riverside 
Campus.  CSRPS serves 2,000+ students, faculty and health care professionals each year, applying advanced, innovative teaching 
techniques and simulation technology to the teaching of medicine.

With six different labs, CSRPS educates and improves the competency of health care professionals and students by giving them the 
opportunity to practice procedures on manikins designed for scenario-based training.   When training is complete, they will then be 
ready to serve patients.

Labs include:

•	 Debrief	Room
 The debrief is where much of the learning of simulation occurs.  CSRPS facilitators record simulations, add event markers and 
show the videos on large screens in the debrief room, enabling students to observe, discuss and learn from their technical perfor-
mance and teamwork.

•	 Mother/Baby-Pediatric	Simulation
 This lab provides state-of-the art, high-fidelity patient simulators that can mimic physiological conditions, disease processes, 
blood pressure, vital signs and responses to medications and interventions.  Simulations include obstetric, neonatal and pediatric 
scenarios.

•	 Patient/ICU	Simulation
 This lab provides state-of-the art, high-fidelity patient simulators that can mimic physiological conditions, disease processes, 
blood pressure, vital signs and responses to medications and interventions.  Simulations range from medication administration and 
basic patient care to cardiac emergencies and other complex scenarios.

•	 Simulated	OR
 Closely resembling a real operating room, the simulated OR includes an operating table, a Berchtold boom, a laparoscopic 
training tower, multiple widescreen monitors, pan-tilt zoom cameras, an anesthesia machine and other OR-specific equipment.  
Simulations range from team-and task-training to complex scenarios and surgical procedures and time-out sessions.

•	 Simulated	Trauma
 The trauma simulator enables multidisciplinary teams to participate in training and patient scenarios where all aspects of patient 
care can be observed.  Team-training scenarios use high-fidelity human-patient simulators to emphasize the importance of team 
dynamics and communication skills, which are crucial for successfully caring for trauma patients.

•	 Skills	Lab
 The skills lab supports the teaching and learning of competencies necessary for professional practice in a realistic clinical envi-
ronment with no risk to patient safety.  The skills lab supports IV and central line insertion; lumbar puncture and airway management 
techniques; dexterity and psychomotor skills using the FLS Laparoscopic Trainer Bor; and instrument navigation, coordination and 
cutting or know tying using simulated laparoscopic manipulation.



Trip Advisor Names Roanoke 
One of America's Best Small Cities to Visit in 2018
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The popular travel website featured Roanoke in a new article titled 
"23 Great American Small Cities to Visit in 2018."

Roanoke in Virginia's Blue Ridge received praise for being a bike-friendly destination and for tours that feature our local art and 
craft beer scenes. It also encouraged visitors to check out the Taubman Museum of Art in Downtown Roanoke.

The following is an excerpt from the section on Roanoke:

"This hospitable city is watched over by the iconic neon Roanoke Star on Mill Mountain. Roanoke is particularly popular with 
mountain bikers—the valley here has even been listed in the top ten most bike-friendly places in the country."

Our vibrant city in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains earned a spot on the list alongside other destinations like Greenville, 
SC, St. Augustine, FL, Missoula, MT, and Ogden, uT.  Click here to see the full article on the Trip Advisor website.

This is the latest in a string of awards & accolades we've received in Virginia's Blue Ridge over the past year, including being 
named a "Top u.S. Destination for 2018" by AARP, one of "The 20 Best Mountain Towns in America" by Men's Journal, and one 
of the "20 Greenest Cities in the Nation" by Expedia. 

Written by David Aldridge,E-Marketing Manager for Visit Virginia's Blue Ridge
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Texas Tavern Named One of the 
Coolest Vintage Restaurants by uSA Today

Texas Tavern in Downtown Roanoke is a local icon and popular restaurant for locals and visitors to Virginia's Blue Ridge.

It's great food and classic setting is what earned the Tavern a spot on uSA Today's list of "The Mid-Atlantic's Coolest Vintage 
Restaurants."

It's the latest in a collection of accolades the Texas Tavern has received over the years, including being featured on numerous lists 
of America's best burgers. Of course, it's also on our list of Best Burgers in Virginia's Blue Ridge.

Here's an excerpt from the uSA Today article:

"The Texas Tavern in Roanoke, Va., is a neon beacon for the hungry 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This sliver-sized restaurant is 
a local landmark, serving up its world-famous chili and classic short-order fare since 1930."

Click here to read the full article on the uSA Today website.  

For an authentic Texas Tavern experience, stop in for a late-night visit to order a "bowl with" (chili topped with onions) and a Cheesy 
Western - the signature burger topped with American cheese, egg, onion, mustard and relish. you'll also likely meet some lively 
characters, including the folks behind the counter with lots of stories to share.

Texas Tavern is a featured spot on the Roanoke Food Tours - a great way to experience the cuisine and history of Downtown 
Roanoke.       

Written by David Aldridge,E-Marketing Manager for Visit Virginia's Blue Ridge

https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2018/02/19/vintage-lunch-spots-mid-atlantic/347191002/
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Featured BizLink
Williamson Road Area Business Association

http://wraba.org/

The Williamson Road Business District is an older commercial area that was plagued by a number of existing problems. Those 
problems were deteriorating curbing, guttering and sidewalks; poor ingress/egress from Williamson Road; excessive public/private 
signage; conflicts between pedestrians and automobiles; absence of any landscaping and other visual and pedestrian amenities; 
and obsolete commercial buildings which predate current zoning requirements. These conditions have an impact on the adjacent 
residential neighborhoods where over twenty five percent of the City’s population lives. 

WRABA was formed in 1981. On May 24, 1993, City Council adopted ordinance number 31427, establishing the Williamson Road 
Area Special Service District (SSD). The creation of the SSD was in order to “provide additional governmental services not being 
offered uniformly throughout the entire City, included but not limited to, economic and business development and promotional activi-
ties intended to foster business retention, business recruitment; planning for the development or revitalization of the Williamson Road 
Area and for the transportation needs of the Williamson Road Area and to create a more attractive environment in the Williamson 
Road Area”

The Williamson Road Area Business Association signed an agreement with the City of Roanoke to administer the SSD project in 
1993. The business district has seen many improvements and continues to grow. The SSD provides for the collection of an additional 
$.10 per $100 valuation of real estate on Williamson Road between Orange Avenue and City limits north.

The Williamson Road Area Business Association, Inc. (WRABA) is a nonprofit [501C (6)], voluntary membership organization that 
exists to encourage, foster and initiate economic development and quality of life improvements in the Williamson Road Area.

WRABA’s general goals are:
• Be a unified voice to represent area business interests.
• Provide a forum for business owners/managers to discuss concerns.
• Disseminate information to educate the rest of the Valley about area business/services
• Serve as an effective action group to pursue certain projects.
• Be a point of contact for interested developers and investors.
• Create opportunities for skill development/problem solving/networking.

WRABA intends to focus on projects that will:

• Lead to the Implementation of the “Strategic Plan for the Williamson Road Corridor”.
• Increase membership and quality of member experience.
• Aggressively market and promote area businesses and services.
• Continue to work closely with the City to develop innovative programs for the area.
• Focus on maintaining and upgrading existing landscaping and litter can projects.
• Focus on WRABA’s organizational development and image within the community.
• Encourage property owners and businesses to reinvest in their real estate and business.

To learn more about WRABA, visit http://wraba.org.
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Research in Roanoke ~ Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute scientists seek 

unfiltered truth about 'light' cigarettes

Would banning ventilated filters on cigarettes protect public health?

Scientists from multiple institutions, including a group of addiction neuroscience researchers from the Virginia Tech 
Carilion Research Institute, are gathering evidence under funding from the National Institutes of Health's National Cancer 
Institute to potentially inform a u.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) decision about whether to recommend design 
changes to filtered cigarettes.

Warren Bickel, the Virginia Tech Carilion Behavioral Health Research Professor and the director of the VTCRI Addiction 
Recovery Research Center, along with VTCRI co-investigators Mikhail koffarnus and Jeff Stein, who are research assis-
tant professors at the institute, are spearheading one of three integrated projects involving teams of multi-disciplinary 
investigators, all determined to discover whether ventilated filters on cigarettes have been a boon or bane to public 
health.

VTCRI scientists will focus on how ventilated filters on cigarettes, product packaging, and messaging have affected 
cigarette use, and also how alternative nicotine delivery systems - such as electronic cigarettes - can be used to modify 
smoking behavior.

"My piece of the puzzle is to understand the role of filter ventilation on the likability and addictive potential of cigarettes," 
said Bickel, who is also a professor in the department of psychology in Virginia Tech's College of Science. "We are going 
to see how smokers respond to the same tobacco product, with and without filter ventilation. We want to understand the 
impact of the ventilated and unventilated products on how likely people will want to smoke. We also want to determine if 
filter ventilation reinforces smoking activity and thereby increases the likelihood of addiction."

continued on Page 9

Warren Bickel (right), the director of the VTCRI Addiction Recovery Research Center, along with VTCRI co-investigators Jeff Stein (left) and 
Mikhail Koffarnus, are determined to discover whether ventilated filters on cigarettes have been a boon or bane to public health.



When they were introduced in the 1960s, "light cigarettes," so called because of tiny ventilation holes in the filters, were touted as a 
safer, cleaner way to smoke because they purportedly lowered the amounts of tar and nicotine exposure.

However, a 2014 Surgeon General's Report named ventilation in cigarette filters as a potential contributor to lung cancer. In 2017, 
an influential study in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute recommended that the FDA consider regulating filter ventilation.

At issue are whether ventilation holes in the filters of cigarettes, which appear to change either smoke constituents, how cigarettes 
are smoked, or their addictive potential, have resulted in increased lung adenocarcinoma rates and other risks.

The new research effort, called Consortium on Methods Evaluating Tobacco: Filter Ventilation and Product Standards, involves sci-
entists hailing from four u.S. research facilities.

They are probing the health risks, perceptions, and habits surrounding the use of ventilated cigarettes versus unventilated cigarettes, 
as well as the influence of e-cigarettes as an alternative nicotine delivery system.

The five-year, $13 million project is led by Dorothy Hatsukami, a professor in the department of psychiatry at the university of 
Minnesota, and is designed to address the impact on toxicity, uptake, and tobacco use if ventilated filters were regulated.

Bickel, koffarnus, and Stein will work within the context of an experimental tobacco marketplace, or ETM, that their team has spent 
several years developing.

In these studies, volunteers who use tobacco will complete experimental purchasing procedures, which will illuminate consumer 
behavior toward cigarettes. More specifically, Bickel and colleagues will evaluate the addiction potential of ventilated versus unventi-
lated cigarettes and the extent to which electronic cigarettes may serve as a substitute.

Other teams will address carcinogen exposure associated with ventilated and unventilated cigarettes, and whether alternatives such 
as electronic cigarettes add or subtract to the risks.

"There has been an explosion in the number and type of tobacco products in the world," Bickel said. "We are interested in what moti-
vates people to switch from one tobacco product to another. In our experimental tobacco marketplace, we control the number and 
types of available products as well as their prices and watch how behavior shifts when we make alterations."

Among the products in the experimental tobacco marketplace are electronic cigarettes, also known as e-cigarettes, e-vaporizers, or 
electronic nicotine delivery systems, according to the National Institute on Drug Abuse. They are battery-operated devices that people 
use to inhale an aerosol, which usually contains nicotine, flavorings, and other chemicals.

Emerging evidence shows electronic cigarettes may be safer than conventional cigarettes, Bickel said.

"We need to be certain that if changes are made to how cigarettes are designed, we are moving toward something safer and not 
something that causes more harm," Bickel said. "ultimately, we hope to have a body of knowledge for the FDA and the National 
Cancer Institute to understand the role of cigarette filter ventilation on health, inform prevention, and shift to safer products."

Cigarette smoking is responsible for more than 480,000 deaths per year in the united States, according to the national Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

In addition to the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute and the university of Minnesota, scientists involved in the project hail from 
the Ohio State university and the Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center in Buffalo, New york.
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Research in Roanoke ~ continued from Page 8

Written by Ashley WennersHerron 



Passenger Traffic Continues to Grow at ROA in January
January traffic was up 7.2% year over year at the Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport as 

2018 starts off with strong traffic growth.
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The Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport has started 2018 off with strong growth as January traffic 
was up 7.2% on a year over year basis. Compared to January 2016 passenger traffic is up 13.0%. 
In January of 2018 44,346 passengers flew via ROA compared to 41,364 in January of 2017 for an 
increase of 2,982 passengers.

For the full year of 2017 616,365 passengers flew via ROA compared to 608,288 in 2016 and 598,606 
in 2015. 2017 was the busiest year at ROA since 2013 when 619,284 passengers flew ROA.

Strong community support, additional capacity, and improved airline operational reliability have all played roles in the continuation of 
sustained passenger growth, which began in September of 2016. January 2018 saw 7.2% growth over January 2017.  

“We are pleased to see this positive trend continue into 2018, especially given our strong traffic numbers in 2016 and 2017,” stated 
Timothy T. Bradshaw, A.A.E., executive director of the Roanoke Regional Airport Commission.  “Passenger demand is a critical factor 
when speaking with airlines regarding improving and increasing air service to our region.  Our carriers have added capacity at ROA 
and our customers have utilized it. We appreciate the support of our community choosing to fly ROA.”

The Commission continually works with the airlines to improve reliability, reduce air fare and upgrade equipment serving the region.  
This has played a significant role in the increase of passengers using the airport.  In addition, the commission has invested resources 
to promote the services available at ROA and sincerely thanks our customers for choosing to fly ROA.

The Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport is the primary airport for Virginia’s Blue Ridge.  ROA serves over 600,000 passengers per 
year via 4 airlines (American Airlines, Delta Airlines, united Airlines, and Allegiant Air) with nonstop service to 6 hub cities (Atlanta, 
Charlotte, Chicago, New york LaGuardia, Philadelphia, and Washington Dulles) as well as weekly flights to Orlando Sanford 
International Airport and St. Pete-Clearwater International Airport. To learn more, please visit www.flyroa.com.

In a new position designed to capitalize on Virginia Tech’s growing role in the Roanoke region, Lesa Hanlin has been hired as the 
executive director of Roanoke Regional Initiatives.

As a key member of the Outreach and International Affairs leadership team, Hanlin will serve as the chief administrator for the Virginia 
Tech Roanoke Center and the Center for Organizational and Technological Advancement.

Both centers provide educational opportunities through professional development and custom-
ized training, while the Roanoke center also offers several graduate programs, including a mas-
ter of business administration, master of arts in education, and a doctoral program in education 
leadership and policy studies.

Hanlin will also collaborate with the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine and Research 
Institute to create engagement programs that focus on the fields of neuroscience, health sci-
ences, and technology.

Most recently the director of the Virginia Tech Richmond and Hampton Roads centers, Hanlin 
assumed her duties in Roanoke on Feb. 12.

Before joining the Virginia Tech Richmond and Hampton Roads centers in 2015, Hanlin worked 
at the university of Virginia and Troy university and spent 15 years as a teacher and adminis-
trator in the Newport News school system.

Hanlin earned her doctorate in educational administration and policy studies, as well as a 
master’s degree in education and human development, from George Washington university. 
She also holds a bachelor’s degree in biology education and safety from Marshall university in 
Huntington, West Virginia.

Hanlin also has a background in entrepreneurship. In 2001, she co-created a direct sales company specializing in bead jewelry that 
grew to 35 states, and she is the founder and executive director of the charity Gowns for Hounds.

Written by Melissa McKeown

Virginia Tech names Virginia Tech Roanoke Center and Center for Organizational and 
Technological Advancement Chief Administrator

Lesa Hanlin, PhD.
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There is no doubt that our society faces significant issues. What is also clear is that we do not know the solutions to many 
of these issues. We have been seeking solutions to things like poverty and disease for years and years. We are seeking 
the optimal ways to create electricity or build houses. yet, while we make progress, a full solution remains elusive.

By the time we think we have it figured out, the problem has changed. Sometimes this change is dramatic. Other times 
it is very subtle. But, at the end of the day, we are left with solutions that no longer really fit the new set of problems we 
have. 

This is absolutely true with regards to the civic side of society. As we seek to figure out how to deal with poverty, the rapid 
automation of our world throws traditional answers into question. We seek to solve mobility questions while technology 
changes what transport means moving forward. As we seek cures for cancer, new chemicals and technology are changing 
the face of the threat.

Meanwhile, the problem is no less true in the business world. After all, building a business is all about solving a problem 
for someone and those problems are always chang-
ing. How quickly has the smartphone changed the 
communications market? Markets are rapidly shifting 
and a number of people are being left behind.

So, what can be done? We must support innovation 
and innovators.

We need to support those people that think differently. 
Thinking differently is the only thing that can move the 
needle in this rapidly changing world. Too often we 
force people that think outside the box to limit them-
selves and return to traditional ways of thinking. Even 
worse, sometimes we shun these people all together. 
In the process, we lose tremendous potential.

Clearly, not every idea that is outside of the norm is going to be a massive success. Indeed, there is a significant likeli-
hood that most of these ideas will be total failures and/or even produce negative results. We have to embrace a little more 
risk if we are to support these different ideas. But, even though the risk is greater, the potential reward is massive.
Further, we still need to examine ideas to determine if they are likely to succeed. We still need to weed out the bad ideas. 
However, the scale that we are using to judge these ideas needs to shift a little to allow for some flexibility and discomfort. 
Just because we do not understand something does not mean it is wrong. We need to open our minds to possibilities we 
have not considered.

So, what does it look like to support innovation? That is again a question that needs more thought and innovation itself. 
However, it is safe to say that it includes a good deal of humility. Humility and passion are not frequent bedfellows. But, a 
community full of passionate problem-solvers who are humble enough to admit they don’t have all the answers and sup-
port their fellows would be a nice place to wind up.

At the CoLab, we try hard to create an environment that supports innovation. But, we certainly don’t have all the answers. 
What do you think our community can do to better support innovative ideas and people?

To learn more about the CoLab, visit http://www.colabroanoke.com or contact Brad Stephens, Director by email at 
brad@colabroanoke.com or by phone at 540.524.2702.   you may also stop by at their offices located in the Grandin 
Village at 1327 Grandin Road, Roanoke, VA  24015.

 

Innovators: The Value of Thinking Ahead to Tomorrow
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In 2040, what does Oak Grove look like to you? How about a place to: 

EAT. SHOP. ENTERTAIN. CONNECT.  
all within a short, comfortable walk? Roanoke County and the City of 
Roanoke are developing plans to make it easier for Oak Grove’s        
residents and visitors to get to the parks, shops, restaurants and      
amenities that they pass by every day. Share your ideas to shape the 
future of this community and help build a walkable and dynamic    
center in Oak Grove.  

Planning Study Overview 

Community Meetings 

March Meetings 

 Thursday, March 15 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

OR 
 Saturday, March 24 

from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Oak Grove Elementary 
School, 5005 Grandin Rd 
Ext, Roanoke, VA 24018 

May Meetings 

 Saturday, May 19 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

OR 
 Thursday, May 24 

from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

Oak Grove Church of the 
Brethren, 2138 McVitty 
Road SW, Roanoke, VA 
24018 

Contact Us 
 

Philip Thompson 
Roanoke County  
Deputy Director of Planning 
(540) 772-2029  
pthompson@roanokecountyva.gov 
 
Wayne Leftwich 
City of Roanoke 
Senior City Planner 
(540) 853-1104  
wayne.leftwich@roanokeva.gov  

Map of the Oak Grove Center Study Area 

Study Facts 
 173 total acres  

 Joint Roanoke 
County & City of  
Roanoke Study 

 Great visibility: 
26,000 vehicles/day 
on Route 419 

 
 More than 80   

commercial and 
residential        
properties 

 Business investment 
opportunities:     
undeveloped and 
vacant properties 

SURVEY 
AVAILABLE 

FEBRUARY 1! 

More information at www.RoanokeCountyVA.gov/OakGrove 
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TRAINING & EVENTS

Business Smart Start 2018 
Tuesday 4:00 to 7:00 PM ~ March 13, 2018
Roanoke Regional Small Business Development Center, Chamber of Commerce Building, 210 S. Jefferson Street, 
Roanoke, VA

Are you considering starting a new business?  Not sure what you need to do and what steps to take?  Then Start your 
Business Smart!

Business Smart Start is an introduction to owning your own business.  Topics covered include deciding on a legal entity 
structure, basic accounting and tax issues, steps you need to take for permits and licensing, steps to writing a business 
plan and basics of marketing and market research.  We cover the nine steps to market research to determine if your 
business idea makes sense.  Class is for individuals in business, or those thinking of starting a business even if it might 
be years in the future.  The class is 3.0 hours long so these topics will only be briefly covered.  upon completing the class 
you will have the opportunity to schedule a one-on-one appointment with one of the professional business counselors 
in our office.  We do not charge anything for our one-on-one sessions.

Pre-Registration is required at https://clients.virginiasbdc.org/reg.aspx?mode=event&event=130370042
Fee: $ 20.00
Please make payment by credit card at the end of registration, sending in a check prior to class, or stopping by our office 
and paying by check.  Credit card payments cannot be accepted over the phone. We do not give refunds;, however, if 
you miss class, you can attend another class.
Speaker: Tom Tanner
Phone: (540) 983-0717 x 103
Email: sbdc@roanokechamber.org



TRAINING & EVENTS
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VTCRI to host sixth annual Brain School, other Brain Awareness Week activities

Attendees of Brain School 2017 used hands-on activities to learn about their visual systems. This year's Brain School focuses on how 
outside factors can influence the brain's chemistry and cognition to affect behavior.

The brain is boss, most of the time. Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute’s sixth annual Brain School, “Hijacking and Augmenting 
the Brain: Drugs, Bugs, and Devices,” will focus on how outside factors can influence the brain’s chemistry and decision-making 
capacity and how the brain can interface with the outside world through digital devices. The school will run from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Monday, March 12, through Wednesday, March 14, with each evening focusing on a different topic as a part of an international Brain 
Awareness Week campaign.

“This is an opportunity for our scientists and the public to have a dialogue on some of the most fascinating topics in the science of 
brain and mind,” said Michael J. Friedlander, executive director of the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute and Virginia Tech’s vice 
president for health sciences and technology. “Right here in Roanoke, our research teams are contributing to the understanding of 
brain function in health and disease, shaping the worldview of neuroscience. We are excited to share these discoveries and engage 
the community in a conversation about these issues of great importance to us all, including the opiate addiction crisis.

This year’s Brain School will mix panel discussions with interactive lecture-style presentations, with a different topic featured each 
evening. A welcoming reception will precede each brain school class at 5:30 p.m., followed by the lectures and panel discussions at 
6 p.m. A special student exhibit will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 14.

continued on Page 15
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VTCRI sixth annual Brain School ~ continued from Page 14
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Monday,	March	12
The Nature of Addiction
Addiction has traditionally been treated as an acute problem, but the current clinical, research, and social landscapes are converg-
ing to approach addiction as a chronic disease. This panel discussion will be moderated by Michael Friedlander, executive director 
of the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute and Virginia Tech’s vice president for health sciences and technology. The panel-
ists include Warren Bickel, a professor at the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute, director of the VTCRI Addiction Recovery 
Research Center, co-director of the VTCRI Center for Transformative Research on Health Behaviors, and a professor of psychology 
in the College of Science; John Burton, the chair of emergency medicine at Carilion Clinic; Beth Macy, author of the upcoming book 
“Dopesick: Dealers, Doctors, and the Drug Company that Addicted America”; Bob Trestman, the senior vice president and chair of 
psychiatry at Carilion Clinic and the chair of psychiatry and behavioral medicine at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine; 
and Phyllis Whitehead, a palliative care clinical nurse specialist at Carilion Clinic.

Tuesday,	March	13
Brain Invasion: How Small Things Have Big Consequences
The tiny drivers of your brain and behavior – neurotransmitters – can be hijacked by parasites and even your own biology. This lec-
ture will be presented by Michael Fox, an associate professor at the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute, director of the VTCRI 
Developmental and Translational Neurobiology Center, and an associate professor of biological sciences in the College of Science.

Wednesday,	March	14	
Student Science at the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute
5:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.: VTCRI students will share their work through fun and interactive exhibits.

kids’ Night: Digital Devices and Development
6 p.m. to 7 p.m.: This panel discussion will address the positive and negative aspects of today’s digital world, and how technologi-
cal advancements affect human development. The panel will be co-moderated by Stephen LaConte, an associate professor at the 
Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute who is also with the Department of Biomedical Engineering and Mechanics in the College 
of Engineering, and Audra Van Wart, the director of education and training at the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute and co-
director of the Translational Biology, Medicine, and Health graduate program at Virginia Tech. The panelists include Bob Trestman 
the senior vice president and chair of psychiatry at Carilion Clinic and the chair of psychiatry and behavioral medicine at the Virginia 
Tech Carilion School of Medicine; Erik Scarlatescu, a high school student who attends Cave Springs High School and the Roanoke 
Valley Governor’s School; and Sheila umberger, the director of Roanoke Libraries.

Every March, Brain Awareness Week unites the efforts of organizations worldwide in a weeklong celebration of the brain. It is spear-
headed internationally by the Dana Foundation, a private philanthropic organization that supports brain research, and by the Virginia 
Tech Carilion Research Institute in the Roanoke and New River Valley region.

“The campaign is aimed at increasing public awareness about the progress and benefits of brain research,” said Friedlander, who 
is an elected member of the Dana Brain Alliance. “Although the Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute has research thrusts in 
addition to neuroscience, brain research is a key part of its portfolio and it is why this area is becoming known for transforming 
Virginia from the train state to the brain state,” Friedlander said. “We hope to engage as many community members as possible and 
share the excitement of brain discoveries, making us all more aware of our brains and their tremendous potential and adaptability 
to multiple challenges.”

Space for Brain School is limited, so registration is required. Please follow signs on site to the parking garage across from the Virginia 
Tech Carilion Research Institute, located at 2 Riverside Circle in Roanoke.

Written by Ashley WennersHerron, VTCRI
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Accessing resources is crucial for a small business to start and grow. But in 
these challenging economic times finding financing, new customers/markets 
and accessing help within state and federal government can be difficult. This 

workshop is geared towards connecting small business owners as well as 
those who are thinking about becoming entrepreneurs, with programs and 

resources to help move their plans forward.
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VTCSOM Medical Student Research Symposium 2018

Join us!
March 23 , 2018, noon to 5 p.m. 

Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, M203
2 Riverside Circle

Roanoke, VA

This year's Medical Student Research Symposium will feature presentations on eight of the Class of 2018's 
top research projects along with poster sessions of all of the research projects by the class. Some of the          

topics include: the efficacy of ketamine in treating migraines, the effect of episodic future thinking that com-
bines thoughts of smoking-related illness on a person's craving for nicotine, and the effects of intranasal insulin 

on memory.

New this year will be awards for research mentors, best poster, best presenter of a poster, and 
Letters of Distinction for productivity.

Schedule: 
12:00 to 1:00 p.m. ~ Poster Presentations, Odd Numbers (VTCSOM First Floor) 

1:00 to 1:20 p.m.~ Introduction and Mentor Awards
1:20 to 2:40 p.m. ~ Oral Presentations (M203)

2:40 to 3:30 p.m. ~ Poster Presentations, Even Numbers (VTCSOM First Floor) 
3:30 to 4:50 p.m. ~ Oral Presentations (M203)

4:50 to 5:15 p.m. ~ Recognition of productivity letters, awarding of best poster, best presenter of a poster
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VTCRI Distinguished Public Lectures
The VTCRI Distinguished Public Lecture Series brings nationally renowned experts to Roanoke. The free public lectures are open to 
members of the general public as well as to Virginia Tech and Carilion faculty, students, and staff. The lectures are co-sponsored by 
Virginia Tech's Translational Biology, Medicine, and Health Graduate Program.  Information on the next lecture follows:

When:   March 22, 2018, 5:30 p.m. 

Who:    Jonathan Cohen, M.D., Ph.D. 
 Robert Bendheim and Lynn Bendheim Thomas Professor in Neuroscience
 Professor of Psychology
 Co-Director, Princeton Neuroscience Institute
 Princeton university

Where:   Virginia Tech Carilion Research Institute
             2 Riverside Circle, Roanoke, VA 

This is a free event. The host is Michael J. Friedlander, Ph.D.
A 5 p.m. reception will be held prior to this lecture which is open to the public.
For more information, please call 540-526-2002. Jonathan Cohen, M.D., PhD.

Virginia Western Community College announces registration 
is now open for its summer kids College programs. A wide 
array of classes are available for students in rising grades 3rd 
through 10th and are held on the campus of Virginia Western.
 
Virginia Western’s kids College programs offer summer class-
es in the areas of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) as well as the arts. Classes will have a project-
based learning approach.

Popular returning classes are related to robotics, coding, game 
design and minecraft. Virginia Western instructors will teach 
several new classes including culinary, singing and stage tech-
niques, astronomy, horticulture, and art & disease. The popu-
lar Black Rocket program offers new classes including Code 
Adventures, Roblox, and App IO.  younger students can enjoy 
fun and educational classes with Sciensational in Creative 
Engineering and participate in exciting Science Projects. 

Summer courses are weeklong and run from 9 a.m. – Noon 
and from 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.  Different camps are available each 
week starting June 18 and running through July 27. 

Register early to guarantee your spot by visiting https://virginiawestern.augusoft.net/.  Contact Cassandra Dove at 540-857-6811 or 
cdove@virginiawestern.edu. 

With nearly 12,000 students on the college’s main campus in Southwest Roanoke City, to our satellite locations at the Greenfield 
Education & Training Center in Daleville and the Franklin Center in Rocky Mount, Virginia Western Community College is committed 
to providing quality educational opportunities that empower students for success and strengthen communities. To learn more, visit 
www.virginiawestern.edu.

Virginia Western kids College Registration now open for summer!
More than 20 summer camp programs focused on STEM and the arts.
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Tuesday, May 1
9:00 am to 1:30 pm

Berglund Special Events Center | 710 Williamson Road, Roanoke
Admission: FREE

2018 Spring Career
& Lifestyle Fair

Who should attend: Recent college graduates, job seekers, those interested in 
local lifestyle opportunities and individuals seeking job opportunities.

Why you should attend: Over 75 organizations will be represented offering 
opportunities for individuals who live, work and play in the Roanoke region.

Admission: Free for attendees and qualifying exhibitors who are a City of 
Roanoke, County of Roanoke, County of Botetourt or City of Salem business. 
Space is limited, so register as soon possible. For more information on becoming 
an exhibitor, visit www.bizroanoke.com/careerfair or contact Lisa Soltis at 540-
853-1694 or by email at lisa.soltis@roanokeva.gov.

Sponsored by: Economic Development Offices of the the cities of Roanoke and 
Salem and counties of Roanoke and Botetourt, and these sponsors:

Tuesday, May 9, 2017
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Berglund Special Events Center | 710 Williamson Rd., Roanoke
Admission: Free

Who should attend: recent college graduates, job seekers, those interested in local 
lifestyle opportunities and individuals seeking job opportunities.

Why you should attend: Over 50 organizations will be represented offering 
opportunities for individuals who live, work and play in the Roanoke region.

Admission: Free for attendees and exhibitors who are a City of Roanoke, County of 
Roanoke or City of Salem business. Space is limited, so register as soon possible. For 
more information on becoming an exhibitor, visit www.bizroanoke.com/careerfair or 
contact Lisa Soltis at 540-853-1694 or by email at lisa.soltis@roanokeva.gov.

Sponsored by: Economic Development Offices of the City of Roanoke, County of 
Roanoke, City of Salem and these sponsors:

   2017 Spring Career
    Lifestyle Fair&

Tuesday, May 9, 2017
8:30 am to 1:30 pm

Berglund Special Events Center | 710 Williamson Rd., Roanoke
Admission: Free

Who should attend: recent college graduates, job seekers, those interested in local 
lifestyle opportunities and individuals seeking job opportunities.

Why you should attend: Over 50 organizations will be represented offering 
opportunities for individuals who live, work and play in the Roanoke region.

Admission: Free for attendees and exhibitors who are a City of Roanoke, County of 
Roanoke or City of Salem business. Space is limited, so register as soon possible. For 
more information on becoming an exhibitor, visit www.bizroanoke.com/careerfair or 
contact Lisa Soltis at 540-853-1694 or by email at lisa.soltis@roanokeva.gov.

Sponsored by: Economic Development Offices of the City of Roanoke, County of 
Roanoke, City of Salem and these sponsors:

   2017 Spring Career
    Lifestyle Fair&
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Wish to be a BizNews 
Subscriber?

Simply visit City of Roanoke 
Department of Economic 

Development at 
www.BizRoanoke.com

and 
enter your email address 

under the 
heading 

"Subscribe to our Newsletter."

Check Out BizRoanoke on 
RVTV Channel 3!
BizRoanoke is a 

monthly 
program highlighting 
economic activity and 
programs within the 

City of Roanoke.
Tune into 

RVTV Channel 3 to learn 
more, access it on our 

website at 
www.BizRoanoke.com 
or follow this link to our 

most recent show: 
https://youtu.be/kmI4keF3_wk

Visit us on Facebook!

DID yOu kNOW?

The City of Roanoke 
Department of 

Economic 
Development 

is on Facebook!
Please "like" us 

today! 

Approximately 1.09 acres located on Blue Hills Drive are available for sale and commercial 
development.  The parcel (Lot 6) is located at the entrance to The Roanoke Centre for Industry. 
and Technology (RCIT), just off of Orange Avenue (north side of Route 460).  This Roanoke City 
Tax Parcel #7160119 is zoned Commercial-General (conditional), is level and suitable for office 
or commercial use.  Public utilities are available and the listing agent can provide information 
regarding the Blue Hills Concept Plan.

RCIT is one of Western Virginia's premiere industrial parks with approximately 2,500 employees.
The 440-acre park was initially developed by the City of Roanoke in 1980, and was expanded in 
1992.  RCIT is adjacent to uS Route 460 and offers quick access to Interstate 581 (approximately 
3.4 miles), Interstate 81 (approximately 6.9 miles), less than 4 miles to the Norfolk Southern Bulk 
Transfer Terminal, and 8 miles to Roanoke-Blacksburg Regional Airport.  

RCIT will be home to the new Deschutes Brewery, and currently houses Advance Auto Parts 
Distribution Center, AT&T, Creative kids School, Eaton, Elizabeth Arden, FedEx Ground, Heritage 
Point/Roanoke Natural Foods Co-op, InfoSeal, Orvis, SEMCO, Virginia utility Protectiive Services/
VA811, and Wholesome Harvest Baking.

For more information, contact:
Thomas S. Turner Property Listings

Senior Associate Broker
Hall Associates, Inc.

112 kirk Avenue, S.W.
Roanoke, VA 24011

(540) 857-5858 or tsturner@rev.net

Check it Out!
City Owned Available Property

The City of Roanoke has a variety of properties, from existing buildings to buildable sites
 presently available for acquisition.  The purchase of City property must be approved by Council; 
this requires potential buyers to submit a proposal for the property.  For more information on 

available properties and the proposal process, please visit the links below:

http://www.bizroanoke.com/Start,-Locate,-Expand/Sites-and-Buildings/Available-Sites.aspx

http://www.bizroanoke.com/Start,-Locate,-Expand/Sites-and-Buildings/Available-Buildings.aspx

Commercial Property for Sale
$299,000
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The City of Roanoke (owner) is accepting proposals for the purchase of three adjoining parcels located at 2903 Peters Creek 
Road, NW; Tax Map Numbers 6410104, 6410105 and 6410106.  The combined acreage is approximately 11.8 acres, a portion of 
which is zoned Commercial Large Site (conditional) and the remaining portion is zoned Commercial General.

Conveniently located just minutes from Interstates I-581/220, and I-81, the site offers bi-directional access to Peters Creek Road, 
NW.  Current traffic count is approximately 18,000 vehicles per day.

For complete property details please follow the link to the City of Roanoke’s GIS system and use the Search/Query function by 
entering the following parcel ID Tax Numbers: 6410104, 6410105 and 6410106.

GIS link:  http://gisre.roanokeva.gov/

How to Propose:
Proposals for the property must contain the following elements and be accompanied by the required signature form available on the 
Economic Development website under Available Properties, "Peters Creek Road".

Proposals for the property must contain the following elements:
• Identification of the property and any adjacent property involved in your development
• Concept plan of the intended development including use, location and size of any buildings, 
         number of units and a timeline for the completion of the project
• Description of the qualifications and experience of the proposer/developer
• Business Plan and Financial Plan for the project
• Offer amount for the property

Proposals will be reviewed and evaluated for compatibility to the City of Roanoke’s Comprehensive Plan 
and Neighborhood Plan. The proposer will be contacted after sufficient time for staff review.

Please submit your written proposal to:
Rob Ledger, Manager, Department of Economic Development
117 Church Avenue, SW Roanoke, VA 24011

Or submit by email to: econdevl@roanokeva.gov

For more information please contact the Department of Economic Development at 540-853-2715.

Development Opportunity Property for Sale Located at 2903 Peters Creek Road, NW
$1,695,000

http://gisre.roanokeva.gov/
mailto:econdevl@roanokeva.gov
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An approximate 0.75 acre portion of property including a former caretaker’s cottage is available for renovation and reuse opportuni-
ties. The property, located at 2424 Brambleton Ave., S.W. (Tax Map Number 1470301), is adjacent to the entrance of Fishburn Park 
along the Murray Run Greenway which extends from Grandin Road to Colonial Avenue.  A portion of the cottage was built in the late 
1820’s and the City of Roanoke has owned the property since 1925.   

GIS link:  http://gisre.roanokeva.gov/

How to Propose:

Proposals for the property must contain the following elements and be accompanied by the required Surplus Property Sale Proposal 
and Signature Form available on the Department of Economic Development website at “Available Properties” and listed as “Former 
Fishburn Park Caretaker’s Home.”

•	 Business Plan outlining the intended use of the property and proposed financing of its renovation/reuse.  The plan must include the location 
and size of any proposed buildings and a renovation timeline for the existing cottage from the initial due diligence period to the completion of 
the project

•	 Renovation/Reuse plan outlining proposed physical improvements to the cottage and proposed actions to retain/restore character defining 
architectural features of the cottage 

•	 Description of the qualifications and experience of the proposer and developer
•	 Other proposed conditions and/or contingencies associated with the project

  The proposer will be contacted after sufficient time for staff review. 

Please submit your written proposal to: 

Rob Ledger, Manager, Department of Economic Development
117 Church Avenue, SW
Roanoke, VA 24011

Or by email to: econdevl@roanokeva.gov

For more information please contact the Department of Economic Development at 540-853-2715.

Renovation/Reuse Opportunity
Former Fishburn Park Caretaker’s Home

Proposal Deadline: March 30, 2018 at 4:00 p.m.

http://gisre.roanokeva.gov/
mailto:econdevl@roanokeva.gov


  

   
 

The Roanoke Redevelopment and Housing Authority (RRHA, owner) is accepting proposals for the pur-
chase of 1255 Williamson Road, SE (Tax Number 4030212).  The total acreage of the property is approximately        
3.8 acres and the property is currently zoned Downtown (D) (conditional).  Based on an appraisal obtained by 
the RRHA in 2017, offers for purchase below $1,200,000 will not be considered.
 
Conveniently located within walking distance of the City Market District, The Bridges Complex, Jefferson 
College of Health Sciences and the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine and Research Institute, the 
property is highly visible from and easily accessible to I-581/Route 220 and City’s expanding greenway      
network.

Proposals will be reviewed and evaluated by the owner for compatibility with the City of Roanoke’s 
Comprehensive Plan and South Jefferson Redevelopment Plan. The proposer will be contacted after sufficient 
time for staff review.

For complete proposal submission requirements including the contact information for the Roanoke 
Redevelopment and Housing Authority, please visit the City of Roanoke Economic Development Department 
website at www.BizRoanoke.com and browse the Available Property listings.   
Deadline for Proposals to be submitted to the RRHA is 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, May 1, 2018.

Development Opportunity
1255 Williamson Road, se

Proposal Deadline: Submit to the RRHA by 
Tuesday, May 1, 2018 at 5 p.m.
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